
From the Office   
 

As we approach the end of the school year and prepare for summer, it’s amazing to real-

ize how quickly time has flown by.  Our recent farm visits were a highlight of this 

Spring’s activities.   All four groups were able to visit either the Harper’s farm or Doolit-

tle Farm, thanks to the use of the Parent-Child Center vans during their vacation week.   
 

We will be closed for our in-service week starting Wednesday, June 12 through June 18, 

and then welcoming our summer staff when we reopen on the 19th.  Each classroom will 

have a fourth team member allowing staff to take their vacations.  Sarah (Keeney) Butler 

will be returning and will join the Thunderdragon group.  Sarah has just completed her 

Masters in Math Education.  Madison Clark attends Middlebury College and has worked 

here through the Work/Study program.  She will continue in the Dawntreader group.  

Lisa Mulcahy has been working here as a substitute when she’s not at her primary job in 

the Middle School.   Lisa will be in the Narnia classroom.  Amanda Reis will join the Caspi-

ans.  Amanda is a recent graduate of Middlebury College and will be attending Medical 

School in the fall.  She hopes to become a pediatrician!  We are excited to have all of 

them join the Center staff. 

 

With the good weather we can once again get out for longer jaunts around town, some-

times with a picnic lunch in tow.  Please make sure your child has appropriate footwear 

for these “hikes”.  Once the weather warms we will bring water back to our stream so 

bathing suits and a towel should be provided daily. 

 

Thank you to the folks who were able to attend our spring workday.  We still have a list 

of workday jobs that weren’t completed, so if you have some time, please let us know.  

Some tasks need to be done here, and some can be taken home to complete.  

Thank you in advance. 

 

We wish everyone a Happy Memorial Day.  Enjoy the long 

weekend! 
 

Chicks are hatching 

in most of the class-

rooms, and the chil-

dren are very excited 

to welcome these 

new visitors! 
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 Narnians:  All Kindergar-

ten registrations are in 

process, as well as visits 

to your child’s future 

school. If you have not 

registered or set up a 

visit, please do so as soon 

as possible. This is a very 

important step in the 

transition process for 

your child.   

   

  Calendar Reminders: 

 Monday, May 27 

Center closed for  

Memorial Day 

 Tuesday, June 11 

Last Day of School Year 

Program 

 June 12-18  

Center closed for  

Inservice 

 Wednesday, June 19  

First Day of Summer 

Program  

 Tuesday, August 20  

Last Day of Summer  

Program 

 August 21-27  

Center Closed for  

Inservice 

 Wednesday, August 28 

First Day of 2013-14 

School Year Program 

 

 



 

 

 

THUNDERDRAGONS  ~  Kristen, Sue & Elly 

The Thunderdragons have been so happy to have the warmer 

weather! It sure is nice to have less clothing to put on when we go 

outside. Warmer weather also means that it’s time to apply sun-

screen. Please make sure that if you send in a certain brand for your 

child, that it does not contain any nut oils. Thank you! We are a nut- 

free environment. 
 

During small groups, the Thunderdragons have been busy exploring 

out in the community. Some of the places we have been exploring 

are the little woods, Ilsley Library, the municipal gym, the train 

tracks and under the bridge. 

 
 

During April we visited the Doolittle farm and we had a blast ex- 

 ploring and observing the animals. We saw sheep and lambs. We  

 watched a lamb get fed by bottle and got to pet its fleece. It  was  

 so soft! We met Peter and Paul, the farm’s work horses. They  work  

 hard as they pull big logs out of the forest for firewood. We felt  

 important as we fed them lots of hay. We saw chickens that were a  

 few days old and some older ones that were up to six weeks old. We  

 worked hard mixing the feed for the chickens. We pulled kernels   

 off the corn cobs and picked seeds out of the sunflowers.  Then we  

 mixed it with cracked corn. We enjoyed the field trip so much! 

As a whole group we walked to Otter Creek and explored the 

shores near the footbridge. Throwing rocks into the creek was 

a big interest of the Thunderdragons, the bigger the rock the 

better. We found baby crayfish under the rocks that were in a 

small stream that led into the creek. Several Thunderdragons 

laughed as they held them as the crayfish flopped around on 

their hands. Most everyone got a little wet from our adventure. 

Fortunately the hot sun helped to dry everyone out. 

 

You may have noticed 

that we have a grocery 

store set up in our 

classroom. This was 

inspired by the interest 

of several Thunder-

dragons who liked to 

pretend to go to the store to get cheese crackers. With their interest in 

mind, we walked to Shaw’s and gave ourselves a tour. We walked around and 

noticed all the different kinds of fruits and vegetables, we saw the deli 

counter, the meat aisle and then we came to the seafood. There we saw a live 

rock crab inside a tank. A Shaw’s employee took the crab out of the tank so we could see it close up! We saw his 

eyes, feelers, mouth and his big pincer claws. We were so excited. We enjoyed our visit! 
 

The Thunderdragons are continuing to practice walking and holding hands as we are fazing out the buggy rides. This 

can be a long process. Therefore we take short resting breaks when needed, as they continue to work on their en-

durance.  We look forward to a great summer, where we will continue to explore out in the community and enjoy the 

warm weather! 
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CASPIA  ~  Marcie, Matt & Yari  

We had our first field trip as Caspians this year. The 

Caspians had a great time at the Harper’s Family 

Farm. Children made their own scented oil and fed 

the cows, horses, chickens and goats. We also took a 

walk to the field to pick lavender. On our way back to 

the farm we walked through the woods and saw flow-

ers, an old car and a garter snake. 

This month in our classroom we have eggs in the incubator. 

Children enjoyed watching the eggs and putting the picture 

of how the egg is changing inside on the chick chart. Caspi-

ans will learn how to care for the chicks, the cycle of life of 

a living thing, and how to respect nature. 

 

 

 

 Lately, the Caspians have been taking walks to the little woods. One time  

 the children build a fort using sticks that they had collected in their  

 exploration of the woods. By doing this, children are putting into practice   

 social skills, problem-solving  

 skills, math skills (counting,  

 patterns), and literacy  

 (learning new words).  

 

 In the last week a group of  

 Caspians went to the creek  

 in the little woods and  

 collected crayfish. They  

 brought them back to the  

 classroom to show friends  

 at together time. After  

 everybody saw the crayfish another small group of children with a teacher  

 brought the crayfish back to the creek. 
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DAWNTREADERS  ~  Sarah, Andrea & Joanna 

The warm weather has allowed the Dawntreaders to get 

out and about in the Middlebury community.  We have 

been visiting the footbridge, wiggly bridge, Middlebury 

College, and other areas close by. 

On a recent outing to the 

footbridge, we saw many 

interesting things including a 

large snapping turtle, a baby 

snapper, and three geese.  The 

children were very excited to 

take turns holding the baby 

snapper and getting to see it 

close up.   

 

 

The Canadian Geese also proved to be very  

  interesting as they came close enough to the eat  

  crackers and dandelions that we threw into the  

  water.  We have returned to the footbridge to  

  discover that the Canadian Geese had six goslings      

 and could not be  

 tempted by food  

 of any sort to  

 come anywhere  

 near us. 

 

 

 
 

  We continue to love listening to stories and acting out some of our  

 most favorites.  The children have begun taking on different roles  

 outside of the characters to include the narrator and director.  It  

 has been awesome to watch children supporting each other during  

 the play in feeding them the lines and guiding them on where to  

 move their bodies in order for the show to progress.  We hope to  

 continue with this love for storytelling well into the summer.  

 

 We are also looking forward to gardening this spring and summer.   

 We have begun to germinate some basil seeds in the classroom and  

 the children are hoping to use the basil to make pesto.  We also  

 plan to contribute to the center garden by planting peas and  

 cucumbers.  It will be part of our weekly routine to help care for  

 the garden one day a  week.    We are looking forward to more  

 good weather and continuing to be outside!!!! 
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NARNIA  ~  Darcy, Carolyn, Christin & Jess 

The Narnians continue to be a very busy group.  Sewing “stuffies” has been 

an ongoing project since January!  Several (chipmunk, fox and dragon) are 

completed while 16 more are in progress!  It takes a lot of hand-eye coordi-

nation, fine motor skills and patience to work on these sewing projects. 

Creating with wood has been very ap-

pealing to many of the children.  They 

have worked on exploring the wood, 

drawing out plans and then using tools 

such as hammers, nails, a drill and 

various sized clamps to turn their 

plans into reality.  They have made 

boats, animals and houses.  One child 

initiated making a flower, which took 

off with the others.  Real flowers 

were brought in for the Narnians to carefully study.  Lately, the children have been 

making vehicles and having fun racing them in the gross motor space.  Thank You to 

Courtney DeBisschop for bringing in a bag of wooden 

wheels for the Narnians to construct with.  Recently, 

small groups were able to walk to R.K. Miles and get a 

tour of the store and lumber yard. 

The cameras are out just about every day but lately it is 

not just the teachers who are taking the pictures.  The 

Narnians have taken a significant interest in photogra-

phy.  The children have learned how to hold the camera 

as they find interesting focal points around the room.  

They have also explored the outdoors through the lens 

of the camera.  The children each take five photos dur-

ing their walk and are working hard on focusing on the subject/object to capture a better 

photo.  Each child has a photo album in the classroom and they are filling up quickly! 

As the weather warms up, the Narnians are noticing more and more the birds that are out and 

about.  They have had great pleasure in grabbing binoculars and peering out the windows.  We 

have taken walks to look for birds and a field guide is brought along to help identify.  When looking through a field guide 

recently, it was noticed that the birds in the pictures were in trees or on electric wires.  The children made the connection 

to pay closer attention to these areas.  A discussion also occurred about nests and how they are made.  The children began 

collecting a variety of items in nature to make their own nest.  We have been fortunate to have Carol Ramsayer and Sue 

Rasmussen come from the Otter Creek Audubon society to go for a bird watch walk near the wiggly bridge.  They will return 

for another visit!  

In the fall, a group of Narnians visited the Hannaford Career Center green-

house where they worked closely with the high school students planting spin-

ach and testing a variety of greens.  Recently, we went back to help harvest 

our spinach as well as some kale.  We are excited to keep teaming up with 

the Career Center.  Students from there also came recently to help us make 

new raised garden beds.  Groups of children have also created a worm farm 

and are visiting our compost pile in back of the garage.  The children are be-

ginning to get an understanding about what it takes to create good soil 

through the worm and compost investigations.  We are looking forward to 

the planting process.   

The children had a wonderful time at the Doolittle Farm as they were able to 

see and interact with a variety of animals.  The children especially liked the 

chicks and chickens running around.  This was a great introduction to our chick hatching unit! 

  

 

 



 

FROM THE KITCHEN  ~  Suzanna 

 

Here we Grow!..... 
The Narnian class was helped by the Alternative 

Education Program from MUHS last week to build 

two raised garden beds.  

The high schoolers cut the hemlock boards and 

drilled them together.  The Narnians moved lumber, 

shoveled compost to fill the beds and found lots of 

worms!  They also spent some time with "Red" the 

neighborhood hen who loves our gardens and compost 

piles! 
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